
 

 

NOTICE OF INTENT TO ADOPT A NEGATIVE DECLARATION 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC REVIEW AND COMMENT PERIOD 

Pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the following project has been reviewed 
by the County Environmental Coordinator to determine if it has a potential to create significant impacts 
to the environment and, if so, how such impacts may be avoided. A Negative Declaration is prepared 
in cases where the project is determined not to have any significant environmental impacts.  Either a 
Mitigated Negative Declaration or Environmental Impact Report (EIR) is prepared for projects that 
may result in a significant impact to the environment.  

Public review periods are provided for these Environmental Determinations according to the 
requirements of the CEQA Guidelines.  The environmental document is available for review at the 
County Planning Department located at 701 Ocean Street, in Santa Cruz. You may also view the 
environmental document on the web at www.sccoplanning.com under the Planning Department 
menu. If you have questions or comments about this Notice of Intent, please contact Stephanie 
Hansen of the Environmental Review staff at (831) 454-3112. 

The County of Santa Cruz does not discriminate on the basis of disability, and no person shall, by 
reason of a disability, be denied the benefits of its services, programs or activities.  If you require 
special assistance in order to review this information, please contact Bernice Shawver at (831) 454-
3137 (TDD number (831) 454-2123 or (831) 763-8123) to make arrangements. 

PROJECT: Agricultural Employee (Farmworker), Public Facility and School Employee 
Housing Policy and Code Amendments 

APN(S): N/A 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The project consists of amendments to the General Plan/Local 
Coastal Program (GP/LCP) and Santa Cruz County Code (SCCC) to establish 100% affordable 
rental housing and school employee housing as public/quasi-public uses permitted on land zoned 
for public facilities; and to clarify that qualified agricultural employee (farmworker) housing projects 
are an agricultural use permitted on land zoned for agriculture consistent with state law, and clarify 
existing codes for small farmworker housing projects. The project would also establish a new 
discretionary review process and Development Reserve for development of a limited number of 
100% affordable rental farmworker housing projects by qualified non-profit housing developers on 
qualifying agricultural parcels located outside of the Coastal Zone. 

EXISTING ZONE DISTRICT: N/A 
APPLICANT: County of Santa Cruz 
PROJECT PLANNER: Annie Murphy, Phone: (831) 454-3111 

EMAIL: Annie.Murphy@santacruzcounty.us 

ACTION: Negative Declaration 
REVIEW PERIOD: September 12, 2019 through October 11, 2019 

This project will be considered at public hearings before the Planning Commission and 
Board of Supervisors. The times, dates, and locations have not been set. When scheduling 
does occur, these items will be included in all public hearing notices for the project.  
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NEGATIVE DECLARATION 

Project:  Agricultural Employee (Farmworker), Public Facility and School Employee Housing 
Policy and Code Amendments APN(S): N/A 

Project Description: The project consists of amendments to the General Plan/Local Coastal Program 

(GP/LCP) and Santa Cruz County Code (SCCC) to establish 100% affordable rental housing and school 

employee housing as public/quasi-public uses permitted on land zoned for public facilities; and to clarify 

that qualified agricultural employee (farmworker) housing projects are an agricultural use permitted on 

land zoned for agriculture consistent with state law, and clarify existing codes for small farmworker 

housing projects. The project would also establish a new discretionary review process and Development 

Reserve for development of a limited number of 100% affordable rental farmworker housing projects by 

qualified non-profit housing developers on qualifying agricultural parcels located outside of the Coastal 

Zone. 

Project Location: This project involves General Plan and County Code amendments that affect potential 
land uses permitted on parcels zoned for Public Facility and Agricultural uses located throughout 
unincorporated Santa Cruz County. Santa Cruz County is bounded on the north by San Mateo County, 
on the south by Monterey and San Benito counties, on the east by Santa Clara County, and on the south 
and west by Monterey Bay and the Pacific Ocean. 

Applicant: County of Santa Cruz 

Staff Planner: Annie Murphy, Phone: (831) 454-3111, Email: Annie.Murphy@santacruzcounty.us 

This project will be considered at public hearings before the Planning Commission and Board of 
Supervisors. The times, dates and locations have not been set. When scheduling does occur, 
these items will be included in all public hearing notices for the project. 

California Environmental Quality Act Negative Declaration Findings: 
Find, that this Negative Declaration reflects the decision-making body’s independent judgment and 
analysis, and; that the decision-making body has reviewed and considered the information contained in 
this Negative Declaration and the comments received during the public review period, and; on the basis 
of the whole record before the decision-making body (including this Negative Declaration) that there is 
no substantial evidence that the project will have a significant effect on the environment.  The expected 
environmental impacts of the project are documented in the attached Initial Study on file with the 
County of Santa Cruz Planning Department located at 701 Ocean Street, 4th Floor, Santa Cruz, 
California. A digital copy of the document can be reviewed at the following web address:  

http://www.sccoplanning.com/PlanningHome/Environmental/CEQAInitialStudiesEIRs/CEQADocuments
OpenforPublicReview.aspx 

Review Period Ends:     October 11, 2019  Date:         

  
STEPHANIE HANSEN, Environmental Coordinator 
(831) 454-3112 

Note: This Document is considered Draft until 
it is Adopted by the Appropriate County of 
Santa Cruz Decision-Making Body 
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